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Summary Report — Second National Conference of Womd-armer

'Women's Land Ownership and Identity: Livelihoodhd Self-dignity'

Agriculture has always been considered as an irapbgector that can contribute to sustainable
livelihood and improved economic opportunities in eddl.  Moreover, it
has been the mainstreamof national economy inakegnd likely to remain the same for many
years to come. In Nepal, women constitute 51.5%heftotal population with more than 90
percent engaged in agriculture. Nepalese womenjnaether third world countries, are
responsible for food production, processing, sugblijrewood, forage, water and perform most
other works to sustain their family. In a patrigrcbountry like Nepal, a land right is a
fundamental to women's empowerment and food sgciWibmen are the one who contributes
maximum time in agricultural works but sadly they ¢he one who are deprived from the land
rights. Land rights bring about security, indeperedeand confidence which together enable
women to become active in all social and politaanas. Hence, women in the country are the
key members of the farmfamilies bearing major respmlities for agriculture, forest and other
natural resource management. Thus it is clear wmahen have multiple roles in increasing
agriculture production and managing the naturabueses to achieve the goal of sustainable
agricultural and environmental development.

The Second National Conference of Farmer Womenhelisfrom 3-5 March, 2013 at Thimura,
Chitwan with the participation of 162 women from d®&tricts of Nepal. The conference was
organized with focused discussion on 'Women's L@wncehership and Identity’. The conference
well speculated the women's issues by announciegaittion point. The conference was
successful in raising the voice of land-poor andnen farmer in the domain of ensuring
equitable land rights. The program was jointly aigad by National Land Rights Forum
(NLRF) and Community Self-reliance Center (CSRC).

Objectives

* Enhancing the knowledge of frontline leader to rggteen the women and land rights
campaign.

» Sharing and exchanging learning and experiencearaf women frontline leaders and
bringing forth the issue of women and land rights.

* Formulate the effective strategy and program fag tmplementation of Joint Land
Ownership Campaign.

* Initiate the debate to ensure the issue of womehlamd rights on policy and planning
through political parties, concerned stakeholdemgency/organization and media
respectively.
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Outcomes

* Provided the platform for landless women farmeexpress their feelings, build power
along with exchange knowledge and learning.

¢ Enhanced the debate on women and land rights aodpaépared action plan for the
substantial expansion of joint land ownership cagrpa

* Increased understanding on legal aspect of womest®s and build capacity of rural
women farmer leaders.

 Enhanced the importance and procedures involvedhaking joint land ownership
certificate.

* Provided a strong basis to take forward the movehigding it with human rights.

* Helped to entrench the culture of movement, degpenagenda of movement and
enhance the leadership of frontline leaders.

* The women farmers expressed that the women lantleergnt will certainly build up
their confidence and bring change in their livilfomen' access to land along with
natural resources will ultimately enhance the womeower. The government of Nepal
has made policy announcement which makes it e&siewomen to be granted joint
ownership of their husband's land. The cost towife of affecting this transfer of
ownership is a tax of 100 NPR. In addition a 40%cdunt in the land registration fee
will be granted to village women living in remotesas.

* The issue was raised upon regarding not only fer ghovision of discount while
preparing joint land ownership certificate buthbsld be legally announced compulsory.
The systematic approach and team must be mobilizepecific places for the expansion
of joint land ownership campaign.

Inauguration Session

Mr. Marceline P. Rozario, Country Representative.atheran World Federation Nepal (LWF)
inaugurated the conference as a chief guest. Mzafw stressed that women's movement for
land rights is the fight for livelihood, justice émignity. He extended his solidarity towards
women's peaceful struggle for the land rights amasitlered it as a major endeavor to ensure
women's land entitlement and ownership. Meanwhdgat Basnet Executive Director of CSRC
stressed that access and control over the langnisams of farmer women's identity and power,
and we should struggle for the acquisition of dghts. The NLRF Chairperson, Som Prasad
Bhandari shared, women is pragmatic focus in lamghts movement. NLRF has been
consistently raising the issue of women by whicé jibint land ownership campaign has also
been possible.
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Key Points raised in Inauguration session

* A woman contributes a total of 60 Percent on adfucal work. But only 19.71 percent
women have land ownership. (Nepal Census Report)20he rural women do not have
an access over land, because of which they arédeiag able to come forefront and
demand for their rights. A women's joint land ovaigp campaign has already started,
but there is a need to further strengthen the canpend give the model of women's
economic security. There is enormous scope to firk women's economic security
initiatives to the national land and agrarian refonovement and policy advocacy work.
This is one of the major social empowerment cammilgut due to minimal public
advocacy and dissemination of information the cagmpas not reaching up to
nationwide.

* Women's movement for land rights is the fight feelihood, justice and dignity. Access
and control over the land is a means of farmer wosneentity and power. Land Rights
is the issue of human rights and is the key toaht#lement of other rights. Women’s
status will be enhanced, only when they are secureatonomic, cultural and political
sector. If women are economically strong, then ame/ can move towards the social
development, so the concrete action is needed donem to become economically strong
enhancing social development.

* The conscious need of women's campaign and moveimettte land ownership. Need
of concrete action towards developing the defipitn for the community development
through gender inclusion. State overlooks the woasea second class citizen. Hence the
woman does not have an access to justice. Thessofce@omen must be heard upon not
as a woman but as a citizen. Moreover the womermsement is compulsion for
reaching out nationwide, which can ensure the wdsrland ownership.

Training Session

Women’'s Economic Rights: Krishna Pathak, Program Ceordinator, Lutheran World
Federation Nepal

Women in developing country are the backbone of ghlesistence economy and contribute
significantly to economic production. Economic ipdadence can be a source of empowerment
for women. To ensure the holistic development omen, women must be well aware about the
economic rights and economic security. Women shdédnvolved in all stages of income
generating activities; they should decide whichivétets to engage in and how to sell and
market. When women are given opportunity to eagir tbown income; this empowers them by
increasing their confidence and self-esteem. The@womust enjoy the social security as well
while talking about their rights and entitlement.
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As women are deprived of land rights, they are ntiksty to be vulnerable towards domestic

violence and other oppressions. But if they havand entittement then they will have a legal
ownership of land which ultimately enhances thging and confidence. To ensure the women'’s
access in economic sector, we should start frontonemunity frontline leaders for bringing an

expected change. Economic security is linked withmen’s life and security. Forming an

agricultural co-operative, engaging in agricultymefession and expansion of co-operatives
movement is to be prioritized for the sustainaleleusity.

Women’'s Empowerment and Participation- Jyoti Baidya Monitoring and Evaluation
Officer, CSRC

Without the active and equal participation of womemerall development of nation is not
possible. But due to poverty, lack of education emituiral beliefs, the women are not being able
to equally participate in development process. i&atial values are dominant in Nepal and
create barriers to women’s participation at all elsv The existing culture of gender
discrimination is hampering the women’s empowerngpentess. The structure and development
of the economy is based on the male ideology inclwhihe contribution of women in
undervalued. Women are expected to look after tnaehand only undertake the home-based
income generation works so that they do not leheehbme. Because of which women have not
been able to have a sound representation in spcmtymunity management, women leadership,
and political participation.

The participation does not mean making the woméendtthe program and registering their
names but it is all about the meaningful partidggpatOne must ensure that there is a committed
participation of women and not a ceremonial pgrtitbn. Women'’s involvement in decision-
making at all levels is essential. Moreover it gualy necessary to discuss about the women'’s
right, formation and mobilization of co-operativesid about active participation in their
organization. Until and unless women does not galbilized in a group, it is quite difficult to
actively get participate in social activities. Sakimg all of the women get involved in economic
activities ultimately enhancing their confidencel aapacity is one of the major initiatives with
regard to women’s meaningful representation antigyaetion.

The term empowerment is all about women being @blake their decision on own and plan
accordingly independently. The most important feataf the term empowerment is that it
contains the word power. People must understand ttivaugh the process of women’s
empowerment both men and women will be empowereaineéw’s empowerment is not against
men, but against the system of patriarchy andtalinanifestations. If a woman is strong, then
her husband will also have the support of a stwogan and contribute financially as well. And
the husband will also be free from the burden ahdpeghe sole bread winner. Through the
empowerment process, male domination will decreagkviolence against women will also be
eventually reduced
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Access and control over the land and other nat@sdurces including access to saving and
credit is important to the empowerment process. MWilkiemen are given the opportunity to earn
their own income, this empowers them by increasiresy confidence and self esteem. Similarly,
income generating activities are an important stefards empowerment. Such activities provide
women with access to and control over resourcesouin which they can realize their
independent source of income which in turn raidesirtstatus in society. If the word
empowerment is simply used as a substitute for wiimelevelopment programs then it will not
be achieved. However if a program aims to bringhgleaboth to women’s condition as well as
their position, this will play a vital role in empering process of women. Only with the joint
effort of reformers, policy planners and committearkers strategies to empower women can be
taken ahead effectively.

Struggle and Success of Single Women- Rajin Rayanmj Legal Officer, Women for
Human Rights (WHR)

The single women in our country have been overldo&nd trapped within a cultural and
religious framework. With the death of the husb#mel woman has to face varied problems and
much harsher situation. There are some positivatsins laws towards the rights of the single
women but due to deep rooted cultural pattern oietp the single women are compelled to stay
single in their marital home ignoring the diffice$ they have to face. They prefer to be
dependent than be unwelcomed in her parental hAngeung single woman is often viewed as
an adversary. In a patriarchal society, we canasgagle woman living a dejected life ignoring
every reason to be happy as if they have commitsth. One of the biggest traumas that the
single woman faces after the death of their hushatide whole questions of support of shelter.
A definite social change alone can alleviate tlartra of single women. The single woman
needs social encouragement to get over her traurhadirst outmost thing is that single women
require a time and space to meet organize and sinld@eir own power for change. The
organizations agencies should be sensitized altmutetgal provisions with regard to single
women and implement into practice. It is necessayuild social awareness and to change the
mind of people towards single women.

WHR currently has 1050 single women groups in &ridts with a membership base of over
80,000. These single women are organized and traioeact as agents of change in their
respective communities. WHR has formed the Natiddetwork for Single Women which
includes the Ministry of Women and other nationadl énternational organization. Over a time
WHR has trained and mobilized thousands of singlenen as change agents which resulted in
decreasing violence at local level.
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Human Rights and Movement- Mukunda Kattel, Human Rights Advisor, DanidaHUGQU

Land rights movement must be independent, equateeative. Women have a power to change
the structure. To ensure the women'’s right theeenged of effective policy and law with regard

to reduction of women violence and oppressions. Wunen’s right can be ensured by

establishing friendly constitution, conscious ditam of state on women'’s violence, equal share
of men and women on parental property and providgggal opportunity in education and

employment. So for attaining this we need to irdépe about its acquisition process and must
initiate a strong and peaceful movement.

Movement is the intellectual path of problem sodyiff the movement has been organized with
meaningful and genuine objective then it will betaimly focused on equality and justice. There
will be participation of deprived people with stgpwoices. So we must be clear about the
objective of initiating campaign and movement waffecific demands. Then only we can reach
up to our aim and enshrine our rights.

Joint Land Ownership Campaign, Kalpana Karki, Regional Program Officer CSRC

Over a time a number of women led land rights cagmsahave brought about important
changes at national policy level. The campaign staged by members of NLRF and staff of
CSRC, and supported by other like-minded individudlhis collective effort brought about
important changes at national policy level. Thusitjdand ownership campaign is one of the
major social empowerment campaigns but due to naihpublic advocacy and dissemination of
information the campaign is not reaching up toaratide which is to be geared up with definite
action point.

The Government of Nepal directed the implementatibthe joint ownership certificate of land
which was announced in the budget speech of 201 pdnple are not aware on this. Since the
issue of women's land rights is also the cultisalie, there is a need of strong campaign at the
household and local level bringing all the stakdbad in the process. Women's joint ownership
campaign has already started in many districts.eldeer the cost to the wife of effecting this
transfer of ownership is a tax of 100 NPR. In addita 40% discount in the land registration fee
will be granted to village women living in remotesas. It has been agreed that both the husband
and wife would have ownership of the land to bevpgled by the state, and the assurance to
simplify the procedure for transferring the owngpstf land from the husband to the wife paved
the way for ensuring women'’s right to land.

Unequal land ownership between men and women is ainéhe major barriers in our

development process and it is one of the root caaktpoverty as well as domestic violence. A
woman may have a legal right to inherit propertyt this may remain merely on paper if the
claim does not have socio-cultural legitimacy orthé law is not enforced. There is also a
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distinction between ownership and effective contoland. It is sometimes assumed that legal
ownership carries with it the right of control ithiégs senses, but in fact, legal ownership may be
accompanied by restrictions on disposal by soaititial norms and practices.

Women in Land Rights Movement- Jagat Deuja, ProgranManager CSRC

Women have a major role in production and utilmatof natural resources. Being deprived of
the land rights reflects being in state identitgsleand deprived of basic needs. Different
campaigns and movement is ongoing for the acces®wanership over land of tilling farmers.
As per which simultaneously major two issues aiageaised upon i.e. those who are landless
must be provided a land and must ensure that bethand women have an ownership of land.
Another is both men and women must have a joirt @anership of land.

The movement must address the poverty and injugtig bring positive and institutional
change. Effective social movement is the processsatmfial restructuring. The concept of
movement is not only protest, procession and padigdout rather it's a process of development
of alternatives. In land rights movement there iead of equal participation of women and men.
Although there have been various attempts for ptorgovomen’s inclusion quantitatively but
the representation of women is very minimal in dieci making which is a serious issue to be
dealt with.

The main objective of our movement is forming al i@ad genuine frontline leader who can
actively work for the social change. They are tlmee do bring real change in the society.
Basically state should have provided effective rdie® and power to those who are powerless.
But state is not giving proper attention to addréese issues. That is why we need a strong
people’s organization. Organizing the people ndy eameans forming and mobilizing the group
but their action is more important. We need to foon building the sustainable and self-reliant
group. By ensuring the land rights of farmer, thexea need of subsequent increment in the
production and productivity to increase the incoM&@men’s access and control over land will
certainly gear up the movement of equality. In laigtits movement; there is enormous scope to
work on women land rights and their leadershipassuhich is to be taken ahead considerately.

Women's Right on Natural Resources - Dinmani Pokhaal, Legal Advocate

Although women are legally entitled of basic rigtitey are not being able to enjoy their rights
fully. In the constitution it has been stated thvamen are independent and equal. But only in the
papers the equality of women is being clearly nwar@d which is lacking in the implementation
part. Hence there is an urgency of bringing it iattion. In the periphery of campaigning rights
the issues related to land, natural resources aatdrvis the basic domain where women can
claim over it. In the movement being aware with thet that small activities play a vital role,
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subsequently through the depth discussion defadt®n plan is to be prepared. In the existing
law there is clear provision of joint land ownepstand equal share of women on parental
property which is not being exerted into practi€arther the effective campaign and strategies
must be planned with regard to amendment of stadfiteommunity forestry by clearly
mentioning women who are dependent on forest masge lthe right to utilize it. There is a
provision of 33 percent of women representatiocommunity forestry, for which all of the
women must initiate a strong campaign to achieve it

The Future of Land Rights Movement- Jagat Basnet Bscutive Director, CSRC

The joint land ownership policy has been brouglt ipractice with continuous struggle and
various women led campaigns. Now there is a neexpand the campaign nationwide with an
ultimate of increasing the women’s land ownersRiply for the sake of preparing a joint land
ownership with 2-3 couple will not bring visible jpact. But instead tenant farmers themselves
must initiate and understand the importance oftj@nd ownership campaign and the positive
changes that it can bring in the women’s life. Bos intensive discussion and interaction on
women and land rights along with strengtheningctr@paign is to be prioritized.

Things to be considered in future:

1. The campaign can only take lead when we are corxnitt initiate on own and become
exemplary amongst all. Promise that | will also engint land ownership certificate and
inspire 5-10 couple to prepare the joint certikcat

2. Annually how many days and monthly how many dayscae contribute our time and
effort towards people’s organization must be disedsand exerted into practice.

3. Land reform practice must start from the villageele We are the real practitioner of land
reform process.

4. Community resource has got a power. The strongalfiegustained movement fund must
be established in people’s organization.

5. Each member must be alert and conscious on conyrgaites and problems.

6. The joint land ownership campaign must expand fvdlage level to national level.

7. There must be clear plan of people’s organizatibmmimum 3 years on the basis of
target and achievement.

8. In each organization there must be effective disous regarding positive thinking
amongst organized members ensuring good condudieiralior.

9. We will get success only when we can move forwaiith wew thinking, initiative and
behavior.
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Walawati Rajbanshi, Jhapa

| got married in early age and had to face a damegilence. After | got organized in Village Level
Land Rights Forum (VLRF), | became aware of the wnls right and learnt to claim for our rights.
Now | have succeeded in acquiring the share ofgatggrom husband as well.

Yasodha Rakhal, Sindhupalchowk

After being involved in land movement, | acquirte Guthi Land and subsequently made joint land
ownership certificate. By now we have also inititafarming, from which good earnings is being
received.

Pabitra Aryal, Bardiya

We spend maximum time in agriculture farming butrad have ownership over land. So we will

strongly raise the issue through our campaign aodeed in acquisition of land ownership.
Subhadra Bajgain, Lalitpur

| was the first in the lalitpur district to prepaeejoint land ownership certificate. Through the
conference | have acquired other legal informatemuired for expanding the campaign which | will
implement it further to strengthen the campaign.

Nirmala Tharu, Member Tesanpur Village Land Rights Forum, Bardiya

| have reached till here facing a lot of strugglam looking after my family by working at otherfs
home. | had to face a traumatic situation due @ildef my son. But after the NLRF's Third Natiorjal
Conference held in Janakpur, | felt that my lifes lbaken a new turn when | met many other pegple
going through the same pain and suffering. We damotw how the land certificate looks alike, why
Kamaiya and landless people do not possess a land. Wineur@ne who till the land but we don(t
own land. Our demand is all human must have eqgghts: The place where we are currently
residing is being evicted. This is the situatiorabbfwomen in the nation. Thus, we need land rights
and we are also equal to the men.

Kalpana Dhamala, Central Committee Member of CPN-Maist

There is a conscious need of women's campaign ancsement for the land ownership. For

ensuring the women’s land rights, major things ¢oconsidered are the women’s labor work
must be evaluated properly and must be counted.PFGas well, equal share of parental
property to both son and daughter, women must hiye to protect their body and equal

participation of women in state protection agenci@sny respectively. Hence we need to
institutionalize these basic indicators for the agepresentation of women. The women must
have an equal access over the services and opp@siprovided by the government.
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Dr. Dila Sangraula- Chairperson of Nepal Women Asstation

If women are economically strong, then only we o@ove towards the social development, so
the concrete action is needed for women to becocomogically strong enhancing social

development. The household work of the women migst lse evaluated and move towards the
process of social restructuring. Further theressrang need of active mobilization of women in
the increment of agricultural production and prdaduty.

Binda Pandey, Central Member, CPN-UML

CSRC and NLRF have a key role in enhancing womants entitlement. Joint land ownership
campaign is indeed another alternative to ensumaems right over land. We are committed to
involve the party members in expanding this campeifectively.

Yamuna Ghale, Senior Program Officer, Swiss Develapent Corporation (SDC)

Land rights movement is the movement of poor, lessllwomen but tragic part is all of the

benefits are being taken by privileged group. Fenmthhe issue of land is not being properly
heard upon by the state; so our struggle is towstate to provide land ownership and make our
voice heard. We being a woman must fight with tta¢esdemanding for our land rights. For this

major initiation there is a need of strong voice aaopport of rural women.

Mohna Ansari, Member of National Women Commission{hief Guest of Conference

In the present context as well, state overlookswbenen as a second class citizen. Thus the
woman does not have an access to justice. At presemwell the women’s issues are not
addressed legally. The voices of women must bedhgaon not as a woman but as a citizen.
Moreover the women's movement is compulsion fochieey out nationwide, which can only
ensure the women's land ownership. Women are gelgullemanding for the land ownership as
land gives them identity, freedom and self-respect.

Som Prasad Bhandari, Chairperson NLRF

The three days women conference has given us ragitrand energy to expand the joint land
ownership campaign in more effective manner. Weehago announced the action points and
declaration as an outcome of conference which sulbsequently follow up for its practical
implementation.
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Annex: 1

'‘Women's Land Ownership and Identity: Livelihood and Self-dignity'

Women Rights on Land: National Conference
3-5 March, 2013
Thimura, Chitwan
Program Schedule

First Day : 3rd Marcl

8:3(-9:3C Registration Sarita Luitel and Gee:
Pandit

Inaugration Sessic | 9:3C- 12:0( Chair: Renuka Poudel, Secretary Commu
Self Reliance Center
Guest Stage

Welcome : Saraswoti Subba Secretary Nati
Land Rights Forum Nepal
Program Inaugratic

Program objective and proc

Speech : Sharing of Frontline leader (2 Pel

Song on the issue of lal

Speech : Jagat Basnet, Executive Direc
CSRC

Speech : Som Prasad Bhandari, Chairpe
NLRF

Speech : Mukunda Kat Human Rights
Advisor, Danida HUGOU
SpeechMarceline P. Rozario, Count
Director, Lutheran World Federation (LWF)
Speech: Revenue Officer, Land Reform .
Management Ministry

Closing Remarks: Renuka PoucSecretary

CSRC
12:0¢-1:0C Lunck
Training 1:0C-2:3C Women’sEconomic Right Krishna Pathak. Progra
Co-ordinator (LWF)
2:3C-3:3C Women Participation and Empowerm Jyoti Baidya, Monitoring
and Evaluation Officer,
CSRC
3:3C-3:4¢ Breal
3:45-5:4¢ Struggle and Success of Single Wor Rajin Rayamajhi, Lawye
WHR
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6:3C-7:0C Documentary(Video) Shc -
National Movement, Burundian Women Take
Charge
Second Day : ™ Marcl
Subject Time Program Facilitator
Review 8:3(-9:3C Review ofPrevious da
Training 9:3C-11:3( Human Rights and ovemeni Mukunda Kattel Huma
Rights Advisor,
DanidaHUGOU
11:3(-12:3(C Women'’s Righ on Natural Resourc Dinmani Pokharel, Leg:
Advocate
12:30:1:3 Lunct -
1:3C-3:0C Joint Land Ownership Campai Kalpana Karki, Region:
Program Officer, CSRC
3:0C-4:3C Women in Land Rights Moveme Jagat Deuja, Program
Manager,CSRC
4:3(-6:0C The Future of Land Rights Moveme Jagat Basnet Executi
Director, CSRC
6:0C-7:0C Breal -
Video e The Saree Soldiers -
Documentary + Jameen Jindagi

Third Day : 5th Marc

Subject Time Program Facilitator
8:3(-9:00 Review of Previous Da -
9:0C-10:0c Sharing and Struggle of Frontline Leac
Discussion an 10:0(-1:0C RuralWomen, Struggle for Resources ¢ Binda Pande
Debate Politics Kalpana Dhamala
Dina Upadhyaya
Yamuna Ghale
1:0C-2:0C Lunct -
2:0C-3:3C Open Discussion and Discussion -
Declaration Paper
Closing Ceremor | 3:3C-5:0C Speech: Mohna Ansari, Member Natio

Women Commission

Closing with aSonc on Land Right

13 | Second National Conference of Women Farmer




